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PART ONE

INTRODUCTION:

Some thirty years before the writing of the book "Towards an Igbo metaphysics" the basic question was: "Has Africa a philosophy"? From 1970 to 1976 my own thinking was this: We hear of European philosophy, American philosophy, Asian philosophy and Indian philosophy, What of African philosophy? This motivated me to trace the history of African people and discover the following pertinent facts: 

a. Africa, the second largest continent in the world, consists of a great block of ancient rock that has been little disturbed over two hundred million years, except for periodic uplifts and erosions. The topmost levels are the Kenyan mountain, the Kilimangero Mountain and the Cameroon Range. 

b. From the most recent findings of archaeologist and palaeontologists, it is evident that Africa is historically the most senior of the five continents of the world in the sense of sustaining human life. In fact, man’s ancestors first become differentiated from primates in Africa. 
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c. By the Miocene times, a type of a creature known as "Kenyapithecus Africanus" appeared in East Africa twenty million years ago having facial bone structure and dental arrangement like the modern man. This is indicative of the fact that a common ancestor for man and ape must have existed in Africa at least twenty million years ago.
d. The fossilized remains of "homo habilis" and "homo erectus" who are the ancestors of man were found in East Africa, near Victoria about 2 million years ago. 

e. From "homo erectus" developed "homo sapiens" (the modem man). By six to seven thousand years ago, the main racial types of human beings we have today were already settled down in Africa doing agriculture and stock raising. 

Note that the archaeological findings do not contradict the biblical account of creation. The efforts of archaeologists and palaeontologists are nothing but human attempts at pinpointing where and when God breathed life giving breath (the soul) into man's nostril (cf. Gen. 2:7) 

Of course it is difficult to locate the exact time and place of God's creation of man because God and His creative actions transcend time and place. He as the 
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creative actions transcend time and place. He as the creator alone knows the accurate chronology of all beings. Human beings can at best make intelligent guesses. 
This brief discussion on the genesis of man in Africa helps us to understand how deep and original is African philosophy, which is typified in Igbo metaphysics. Hence, proper African philosophy cannot be said to be borrowed from Europe, America, Asia or India. With due respect to the biblical account of creation of man by God, man has lived in Africa from the earliest times. Thus it is right to say that African philosophy is as old as man. 

THE IGBOS: A brief historical account of the origin of the Igbos, a distinguished part of the African people, shows that the Igbos are of very ancient origin. Even at the end of the stone Age, when Sahara dried up and became a desert, and people moved from Sahara to North and South of Africa, the Igbos had settled in Nri​Awka and Isuama areas for a long period. Hence it is evident that Igbos had developed independently from ancient times (Cf. Towards an Igbo Metaphysics pp. 10-14). 
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This knowledge of the ancient origin of the Igbos helps us to understand the source of Igbo Metaphysical thought-pattern. If the Igbos came from another people, the originality of certain metaphysical principles will be attributed more or less to the Igbos, depending on whether they were inherited from the Igbos or from the people from whom they migrated. The ancient origin of the Igbos helps us to comprehend the Igbo identity which designates the Igbos as a people of their own with centuries of cultural development, an ancient race, a unique people with specific characteristics, a people with a copious supply of versatile common sense and a unique capacity for improvisation. They have a practical, unromantic approach to life and are characterized by a hardworking, enterprising and progressive nature (Cf. Igbo metaphysics p.12-13). 
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